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DLW transiting to ‘ELW’ as

“diesel loco p

Rajeev Dikshit
@timesaroup.com

Varanasi: After upgradation
topmduco dualand electricon
gines in2016-17, the Diesel Loco-
motive Works (DLW) has rogis-
tered a sharp decline in mmng
out diesel locomotives in the
last three financial years.

On Wednesday, DLW gener-
al manager Rajiv Agrawal
flagged off the 372th electric lo-
comotive — the 200th electric
loco of current financial year
against the target of 275 —ata
function at a loco test shop in
the facility At the same time,
only 28 diesel locomotives, in-
cluding six for Indian Rail-
ways, were manufactured
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CHANGING TIMES The 372th electrlc Iucomotivc flnggcd ol fat DLW

mainly for export or non-rail-
way customenrs,

Speaking to TOI, principal
chief electrical engineer SK
Kashyap admitted that DLW

has tm nccl to production of

electriclocosaimingtobecome
a mojor electric locomotive
work unit. “With Indlan Rail-
way aiming at 100% electrifica-
tion, there has been a massive
rise in the demand for electric

roductlon decreases

locamotives while the requlire-
mont of diegel locomotlves has
wltnesaed nsharpdecline Cur-
rontly avallnble diesol Jocomo-
(lves nre sulflelent to cater to
the need of IR on non-electri-
fledroutes,” sald Kashyap.

e ndeed that DLW wlll not
stop manufacturing diesel lo-
comoltlves as there is still a de-

mand from various countries

and non-rallway customers.

In December 2014, Prime
Minlster Narendra Modi had
launched a Rs 213 crore project
for exparision and modernisa-
lion of DLW to increase the
production capacity of high-
horse power locomotives.
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— ‘Project of diesel-to-electric
loco under consideration’

»Continued from P 1

/\\ Utomatic high capacity stor-

/—\ asesystem, modern materi-
< Aal handling equipment, a
new loco assembly shop, and in-
duction of high productivity ma-
chines were also part of this ex-
pansion project. The initial phase
of the project was completed in

2017.

As per the directives of Rail-

| Way Board, DLW started manufac-

turing electric locomotive in 2016-

- 17 while conversion of diesel loco

into electric locomotives and dual
engine production was also start-
ed here. The PM had flagged off
the first diesel to electric convert-
ed engine at DLW in February

| 2019.

However, the project of diesel-

~ to-electric locomotive conversion

and dual engine production pro-
ject could not gain momentum

like electric locomotive produc-

tion. Kashyap said that these pro-
jectsarestillunder consideration.

DLW TURNING INTO ELW?
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> In 2015-16 and 2016-17 the
DLW produced 317 and 316 diesel
locomotives for Indian Railways

> Electric loco production started
at DLW in 2016-17 when two such
engines were produced

> In 2017-18 production of diesel -~
locomotives started reducing. Only
260 engines were produced while
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proguction of electric loco rose to 25
> In 2018-19 only 102 diesel loco
were manufactured while number
of electric engines produced here

30 diesel locomobives have been
produced so far while 200th electric
loco was rolled out against the
target of manufacturing 275 by
March end

reached to 145

[—

The first diesel electric locomotive was rolled out by DLW on Jan 3, 1964.
Since thes, DLW has acquired expertise in developing new designs

not only to suit transport needs of Railways, but also of non-Railway
customers (NRCs) in India and abroad. DLW has so far produced around
8,300 locomotives. In 2016-17, DLW started manufacturing more than one |
locorvotive a day. In 2016-17, DLW bagged the best production unit shield |

for the 2nd successive year for highest ever loco production in India
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